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twenty-five years, lived with him in the greatest intimacy,
and followed him as the shadow does the body, he was
perfectly conversant with the doctrines of Gaudama, which
he had heard expounded on all occasions and to all sorts
of people. All the religions were unanimous in declaring
him worthy to be associated with those who were to com-
pose the synod. Kathaba was delighted at such an
opinion, which agreed so well with his own.

Kathaba examined afterwards what was the most be-
fitting place for holding the council. Having reviewed
successively the various cities situated in the neighbour-
hood of Kootheinaron, he was pleased with none of them.
Eadzagio appeared to him in every respect the best place
that could be selected. The city and its suburbs were
very populous; the people lived in affluent circumstances;
alms could easily be procured even for a large assembly
during any period of time; monasteries about the city
were both numerous and of great extent. All these
advantages combined together induced Kathaba to give
the preference to that city. To this his brethren unani-
mously assented.

When these preliminaries had been settled, Kathaba, on
the fifth of the waxing moon of Nayon, spoke as follows
to the members of the future council: " Brethren, you have
before you forty days to prepare yourselves, and dispose
everything to hold yourselves ready for beginning the
great and important affair for which we have to assemble
at Eadzagio. Let none of you bring forward any pretext
for postponing his going to the place that has been fixed
upon, such as sickness, or the consideration of parents,
friends, relatives, or even teacher. Every one of us must
be prepared to forsake everything to promote the great
object we have in view, the exaltation of religion."

When he had spoken in this manner he took with him-
self two hundred and fifty religious, and shaped his course in
the direction of Eadzagio. Some while afterwards Anoo-
rouda, attended by nearly a similar number of brethren,